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Give Your Wardrobe a Fresh New Look—Without
Breaking the Bank

Here are a few easy ways to give the clothes you already own a fresh
new look: 
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Replace plain buttons with decorative ones, especially on shirt cuffs,
sweaters, capri pants, or shorts.

Shorten or lengthen the hems of skirts, pants, or dresses.

Add lace trim to the shoulders or hem of a vest to create texture and
visual interest.

Repurpose the collar, cuffs, or hem from an old button-down shirt and
attach them to a sweater or knit vest for a layered look.

Use fabric dye to revive white or light-colored garments. For faded dark
clothing, a dye close to the original color can make pieces look new
again.

Cover worn or torn areas with decorative patches. Choose
complementary fabrics or fun prints to personalize your clothing.

Condition genuine leather garments and accessories with a leather
conditioner or oil to restore softness and shine. Use a clean cloth and
apply the product evenly to avoid staining.

If you own faux leather pieces, use a repair kit specifically designed for
faux leather. Many affordable kits can restore damaged areas or even
help you match the original color.
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Review your wardrobe at the beginning of every season.

Remove pieces that:

no longer fit
are damaged
haven't been worn in the last 18 months

Start small by choosing just one to three items at a time. Try each piece on
and decide whether to:

Donate
Repair
Recycle
Keep

2

3
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Create at least two outfits using clothes you already own and take
photos of them.

Include the shoes and accessories that complete each look. Save the photos
so you can easily rotate outfits and rediscover pieces you haven't worn in a
while.
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Organize a clothing swap with friends or family.

Create a private WhatsApp or Facebook group where everyone shares
photos of items they'd like to exchange.

Keep the rules simple and the process easy.

Clothing swaps are especially helpful for children's clothing, baby items, or
maternity wear that is only worn for a short time.

4

5
School uniform swaps can also be a wonderful community initiative.

Schools can organize one or two swap events each year where families
donate gently used uniforms or unclaimed items from the lost-and-found.

Charging a small fee per item can help raise money for scholarships or
school improvement projects.
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Alterations Worth Investing In

Shorten or lengthen sleeves
Move or replace buttons
Close buttonholes
Take garments in or let them out
Add or remove shoulder pads
Adjust the waistband with elastic or fabric inserts
Hem pants, skirts, or dresses
Replace a zipper
Taper pant legs
Add or remove pockets (when possible)
Add a lining

Finding a Great Tailor

There are two excellent ways to find a skilled tailor.

First, ask a high-end boutique or clothing store who they trust for alterations.
Second, ask well-dressed friends or family members for recommendations.

A great tailor can completely transform the way your clothes fit and feel.
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Paty Soto is a professional stylist who helps women build
wardrobes that reflect their unique personality—without

wasting unnecessary time, money, or energy.

Learn more about her services and discover how you can
work together at

  www.styledbypaty.com 
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